
MORNING PRAYER SUNDAY 23RD AUGUST  

Preparation 

O Lord, open our lips 

and our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 

Blessed are you, Sovereign God, creator of all, 

to you be glory and praise for ever. 

You founded the earth in the beginning 

and the heavens are the work of your hands. 

In the fullness of time you made us in your image, 

and in these last days you have spoken to us 

in your Son Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh. 

As we rejoice in the gift of your presence among us 

let the light of your love always shine in our hearts, 

your Spirit ever renew our lives 

and your praises ever be on our lips. 

Blessed be God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

All   Blessed be God for ever. 

The night has passed, and the day lies open before us; 

let us pray with one heart and mind. 

As we rejoice in the gift of this new day, 

so may the light of your presence, O God, 

set our hearts on fire with love for you; 

now and for ever. 

All Amen. 

The Word of God 

Psalm 104.1-25 

Refrain: I will sing to the Lord as long as I live. 



1Bless the Lord, O my soul. ♦  

O Lord my God, how excellent is your greatness! 

2You are clothed with majesty and honour, ♦  

wrapped in light as in a garment. 

3You spread out the heavens like a curtain ♦  

and lay the beams of your dwelling place in the waters above. 

4You make the clouds your chariot ♦  

and ride on the wings of the wind. 

5You make the winds your messengers ♦  

and flames of fire your servants. R 

I will sing to the Lord as long as I live. 

6You laid the foundations of the earth, 
♦

 

that it never should move at any time. 

7You covered it with the deep like a garment; 
♦

 

the waters stood high above the hills. 

8At your rebuke they fled; 
♦

 

at the voice of your thunder they hastened away. 

9They rose up to the hills and flowed down to the valleys beneath, 

♦

 

to the place which you had appointed for them. 

10You have set them their bounds that they should not pass, 

♦

 

nor turn again to cover the earth. R 

I will sing to the Lord as long as I live. 



11You send the springs into the brooks, ♦  

which run among the hills. 

12They give drink to every beast of the field, ♦  

and the wild asses quench their thirst. 

13Beside them the birds of the air make their nests ♦  

and sing among the branches. 

14You water the hills from your dwelling on high; ♦  

the earth is filled with the fruit of your works. R 

I will sing to the Lord as long as I live. 

15You make grass to grow for the cattle ♦  

and plants to meet our needs, 

16Bringing forth food from the earth 
♦

 

and wine to gladden our hearts, 

17Oil to give us a cheerful countenance 
♦

 

and bread to strengthen our hearts. 

18The trees of the Lord are full of sap, 
♦

 

the cedars of Lebanon which he planted, 

19In which the birds build their nests, 

♦

 

while the fir trees are a dwelling for the stork. 

20The mountains are a refuge for the wild goats 

♦

 

and the stony cliffs for the conies. R 

I will sing to the Lord as long as I live. 



21You appointed the moon to mark the seasons, ♦  

and the sun knows the time for its setting. 

22You make darkness that it may be night, ♦  

in which all the beasts of the forest creep forth. 

23The lions roar for their prey ♦  

and seek their food from God. 

24The sun rises and they are gone ♦  

to lay themselves down in their dens. 

25People go forth to their work ♦  

and to their labour until the evening. R 

I will sing to the Lord as long as I live. 

Creator God, send your Holy Spirit to renew this living world, that the 

whole creation, in its groaning and striving, may know your loving 

purpose and come to reflect your glory; in Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it 

was in the beginning is now and shall be for ever. Amen.  

READING 

Revelation 1 

The revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave him to show his 

servants what must soon take place; he made it known by sending his 

angel to his servant John, who testified to the word of God and to the 

testimony of Jesus Christ, even to all that he saw. 



Blessed is the one who reads aloud the words of the prophecy, and 

blessed are those who hear and who keep what is written in it; for the 

time is near.  

John to the seven churches that are in Asia: 

Grace to you and peace from him who is and who was and who is to 

come, and from the seven spirits who are before his throne, and from 

Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead, and the ruler 

of the kings of the earth. 

To him who loves us and freed us from our sins by his blood, and 

made us to be a kingdom, priests serving his God and Father, to him be 

glory and dominion for ever and ever. Amen.  

Look! He is coming with the clouds; 

   every eye will see him, 

even those who pierced him; 

   and on his account all the tribes of the earth will wail. 

So it is to be. Amen. 

‘I am the Alpha and the Omega’, says the Lord God, who is and who was 

and who is to come, the Almighty.  

I, John, your brother who share with you in Jesus the persecution and the 

kingdom and the patient endurance, was on the island called Patmos 

because of the word of God and the testimony of Jesus. I was in the 

spirit on the Lord’s day, and I heard behind me a loud voice like a 

trumpet saying, ‘Write in a book what you see and send it to the seven 

churches, to Ephesus, to Smyrna, to Pergamum, to Thyatira, to Sardis, to 

Philadelphia, and to Laodicea.’ 

Then I turned to see whose voice it was that spoke to me, and on turning 

I saw seven golden lampstands, and in the midst of the lampstands I saw 

one like the Son of Man, clothed with a long robe and with a golden sash 



across his chest. His head and his hair were white as white wool, white as 

snow; his eyes were like a flame of fire, his feet were like burnished 

bronze, refined as in a furnace, and his voice was like the sound of many 

waters. In his right hand he held seven stars, and from his mouth came a 

sharp, two-edged sword, and his face was like the sun shining with full 

force. 

When I saw him, I fell at his feet as though dead. But he placed his right 

hand on me, saying, ‘Do not be afraid; I am the first and the last, and the 

living one. I was dead, and see, I am alive for ever and ever; and I have 

the keys of Death and of Hades. Now write what you have seen, what is, 

and what is to take place after this. As for the mystery of the seven stars 

that you saw in my right hand, and the seven golden lampstands: the 

seven stars are the angels of the seven churches, and the seven 

lampstands are the seven churches.  

RESPONSE 

Awake, O sleeper, and arise from the dead 

All And Christ shall give you light. 

You have died and your life is hid with Christ in God. 

All Awake, O sleeper, and arise from the dead. 

Set your minds on things that are above, 

not on things that are on the earth. 

All And Christ shall give you light. 

When Christ our life appears you will appear with him in glory. 

All Awake, O sleeper, and arise from the dead, 

and Christ shall give you light. 

from Colossians 3  

Reflection 

 



The Benedictus (The Song of Zechariah)  

1Blessed be the Lord the God of Israel, who has come to his people and 

set them free. 

2He has raised up for us a mighty Saviour, born of the house of his 

servant David.  

3Through his holy prophets God promised of old to save us from our 

enemies, from the hands of all that hate us,  

4To show mercy to our ancestors, and to remember his holy covenant. 

5This was the oath God swore to our father Abraham:  to set us free from 

the hands of our enemies,  

6Free to worship him without fear, holy and righteous in his sight 

all the days of our life.  

7And you, child, shall be called the prophet of the Most High, for you will 

go before the Lord to prepare his way,  

8To give his people knowledge of salvation by the forgiveness of all their 

sins.  

9In the tender compassion of our God the dawn from on high shall break 

upon us,  

10To shine on those who dwell in darkness and the shadow of death, 
♦

 

and to guide our feet into the way of peace.     Luke 1.68-79 

Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning is now and shall be for ever. Amen. 

Prayers 

For the world, for places of conflict, for refugees, for those who are 

homeless and for those who feel alone. May all in these circumstances 

find comfort and guide us to help in whatever way is possible through 

prayer and action 



Lord, in your mercy 

hear our prayer 

For our community, for our schools the children, teachers, cooks 

caretakers and cleaners. We pray for safety, protect them from illness 

and especially in the light of the current pandemic. Protect the children 

from bullying may schools be places of fun and learning and growth,  

Lord, in your mercy hear our prayer 

For our church family, we pray that by your Spirit you will help us 

continue to feel connected even though we are still dispersed. Unite us in 

care for each other in the love of Christ Jesus. We pray now for any 

known to us who are ill or in need and we especially pray for Julia as she 

continues to recover. A moment of quiet as we name those on our hearts 

who need to know your love surrounding and comforting them  

Lord, in your mercy hear our prayer 

We pray for ourselves and whatever lies ahead for us this week. Be in the 

heart of each to whom we speak and in the mouth of each who speaks 

unto us. Give us strength and courage to serve you whether that be at 

home or at work or out and about.  

Merciful Father accept these prayers for the sake of your Son our 

saviour, Jesus Christ our Lord Amen 

COLLECT 

O God, you declare your almighty power most chiefly in showing mercy 

and pity: mercifully grant to us such a measure of your grace, that we, 

running the way of your commandments, may receive your gracious 

promises, and be made partakers of your heavenly treasure; through 

Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the 

unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 



And now we gather all our prayers for the world, our community our 

family and friends into the prayer that Jesus himself taught us: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy 

kingdom come; thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into 

temptation; but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 

the power and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

BLESSING 

DISMISSAL 

We go into the world 

to walk in God’s light 

to rejoice in God’s love, 

and to reflect God’s glory 

Be with us Lord, in the name of Christ, Amen 
 
 


